HOUSTON HOT 


George Springer and the Astros beat 
the Dodgers, take 2-1 Series lead. C1 
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ECONOMY GROWS 


U.S. economy’s growth advances 


President Trump’s goal. A5 
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A SPANISH CRISIS 


Catalonia declares independence, 
Spain moves to take over. A3 
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NICE TODAY ae 
-O- But rain, wind arrive 
^^ on Sunday. A2 and B3 
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MEDICARE FUNDING 


CVH Needs Fix By Saturday 


$50M A Year Lost If Hospital Fails To Correct Lapses 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


Officials at the state’s embattled psychi- 
atric hospital in Middletown, cited for 
lapses in patient safety in three straight 
inspections since February, were scram- 
bling Friday to avoid losing millions in 
Medicare funding. 

The federal Centers for Medicare and 


Medicaid Services said in a public notice 
that the funding — worth $50 million a 
year to this budget-strapped state — 
would end Friday for scandal-plagued 
Connecticut Valley Hospital. 

But federal officials on Friday extended 
the termination deadline to Saturday 
night and are giving the hospital a chance 
to submit a correction plan. If an inspec- 
tion on Saturday confirms that the health 


and safety deficiencies cited in a mid- 
September inspection have been fixed, 
the federal funding would continue. 
Thirty-seven workers at the hospital’s 
Whiting Forensic Division have been 
suspended over allegations of patient 
abuse, and 10 of those workers have been 
arrested and charged with cruelty. Also, 
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HARTFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT 


CLOE POISSON | CPOISSON@COURANT.COM 


CITYS NEWEST BRAVEST 


BRANDON DIAZ, left, reaches out to his son, Madden, 6, as his daughter Liana, 9, gives him a hug on Friday at graduation for 
the Hartford Fire Department’s Recruit Class 23 at the Black Box Theatre in Hartford. His mother, Priscilla Diaz, right, pinned 
him with his fire department badge. Diaz, one of 36 recruits who graduated, is a lifelong Hartford resident. Story, Page B1 


A FOLIAGE PATCHWORK 


Fall Colors Muted In Parts Of State 


Warm Temps, Fungus, Drought Blamed For Lackluster Display 


STATE BUDGET 


Herbst: 
UConn 
Cuts 
Painful 


Services Likely, 
President Says 


By NICHOLAS RONDINONE 


nrondinone@courant.com 


A hiring freeze and the elimination of 
some jobs and services at UConn will be the 
result of cuts in the new bipartisan state 
budget, university President Susan Herbst 
said in a letter to the 


community Friday. > Governor quiet 
Under the budget — on budget, $1B 
passed by the House and gy. hospital 
Senate and awaiting Gov. tax révieWe d 
Dannel P. Malloy’s action ' 


— UConn and UConn Page BI 


Health face a cut of 
roughly $143 million in state money. 

Though Herbst said that is better than 
past budget proposals, she wrote: “A two- 
year cut of $143 million is still a very steep 
reduction. It will clearly have a significant 
negative impact on the university and will 
mean difficult decisions” 

Malloy has not said whether he will sign 
the budget, but has said it contains an error to 
the tune of $1 billion. Legislators say they 
have enough votes to override a veto. 

Outlining steps going forward, Herbst said 
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BURLINGTON 


Harassment 
Allegations 
Surface In 


Board Race 


Candidate Had Been 
Removed As Principal 
By DAVID OWENS 


dowens@courant.com 


BURLINGTON — Allegations of sexual 
harassment, like those that have toppled 
corporate, political and media figures in 
recent months, have emerged as an issue in 
the race for the board of education that 
covers Burlington. 

Two years ago, Jack Gedney was removed 
as principal of Burlington’s elementary 
school after an investigation into allegations 
that he made inappropriate comments to 
teachers and staff. An administrator with the 
Region 10 school system, which includes 
Burlington and Harwinton, questioned the 
staff at Lake Garda School and concluded in 
June 2015 that Gedney’s “alleged conduct 
occurred and is in violation of [district] 


GEDNEY, A4 


A MAPLE tree By GREGORY B. HLADKY 
in Mansfield ghladky@courant.com 
exhibits signs of 
gypsy moth Back in August, the Associated 
damage and Press, Yankee Magazine and New 
muted colors England Today were predicting glori- 
due to a dry ous fall foliage this year. Two months 
summer. later, lots of folks around Connecticut 
are wondering who stole those prom- 
ised autumn colors. 

The lack of brilliant leaves isn’t 
universal: there are places in the state 
where you can see the beautiful reds, 
golds and oranges of a traditional 
New England fall. There’s a section 
on Hebron Road in Bolton, for 

MARK MIRKO | 
MMIRKO 
@COURANT.COM FOLIAGE, A4 
JFK Files: Tipster Football Highlights Newman’s Watch Sells 
Called Newspaper East Hartford stuns Southington Paul Newman’s iconic Daytona Rolex 


watch fetches a record $17.8 million 
at auction. Business, Page A5 


Story Of Coming Out 


Disney Channel’s “Andi Mack” marks 
a milestone moment for the series 
and the network. Living, Page B10 


27-20 on Friday. Below, Berlin’s 
Domenic Scarano, right, pats James 
Mazzarella on the back after a 
touchdown against Tolland. Berlin 
won, 41-10. Sports, Page C6 


A British newspaper was tipped off a 
half hour before the assassination of 
JFK, newly released records show. 
World & Nation, Page A3 


Russia Says U.S. 
Sanctions ‘Hostile’ 


The Russian government Friday 
accused the U.S. of hostility over 
sanctions to punish Moscow for 
interfering in the 2016 election. 
World & Nation, Page A8 
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Wheels For 
Wishes ssn 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


‘Freg Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 

"We dcce All ¥ehicles Running or Mot 
We Also Accept Beats, Motorcycles & Rv's 

*Fully Tox Deductible 


WheelsForWishes.org * Call: (860) 249-8947 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


